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and enforce a naval blockade of Germany, in which France
would have co-operated with enthusiasm. Had we done this,
we should have appeared before Europe, not as unsuccessful
guarantors of a violated frontier, powerless to strike a blow on
Poland's behalf, but as a nation using the strategic situation in
the most effective manner possible to punish the aggressor.

So much for the content of our undertaking, which, given in
this form, would have given us the first victory of the war,
because the blockade could not, as we always knew, be broken
by Germany. We should have heartened the neutral nations,
impressed them with our courage and efficiency, and left the
onus of beginning the war on land in Western Europe to
Germany. This is in effect what we did, because we were
obliged to do so. But we did it after declarations which made
our actions appear inadequate and even derisory. Our policy,
moreover, was extremely unpopular in France because it put on
the French Government the onus of formally declaring war. In
so doing, we divided France.

But if the matter of our undertaking to Poland was unfor-
tunate, its manner was more so. The public character of our
declaration and the violence of our press made it difficult for
Germany to climb down, and as unlikely as possible that Poland
would be anything but intransigent to the point of war. The
whole world knew of our ; guarantee.' If Germany abated her
demands on Poland she would, in the eyes of the world, have
yielded to our superior force. Hitler, knowing perfectly well
the situation in France, and knowing therefore that our force
was not superior but very inferior, was the last person in the
world likely to accept such a position. On the other hand,
were the Poles clear that France had no intention of taking the
offensive on land? Our intentions should have been conveyed
in writing, in unmistakable terms, to Hitler, but they should
not have been published to the world until die eleventh hour.
War would still have come, but our intervention would .then
have come as a dramatic and welcome surprise to the neutral
nations, instead of coming as a shattering anti-climax, which
multiplied the 'fifth columns' in Scandinavia and Holland and
postponed effective aid from the United States for more than
a year.